
CarboSchools: Norfolk exemplar for Europe
In the week in which the UK celebrates everything about science (National Science & Engineering Week) Norfolk’s Teacher Scientist Network (TSN) is celebrating being part of a (1 million (euro) grant for CarboSchools Plus. This EU-funded project involves partners from 9 institutions representing 7 countries around Europe. They are all exploring ways to share the excitement and significance of their discoveries around carbon science with schools.  This week the partners and regional coordinators are gathering in Norwich to kick-off the project and they will be hearing about TSN’s nationally recognised best practice model of linking teachers with scientists.


Dr. Phil Smith, coordinator of TSN is delighted to have won the grant and is looking forward to seeing the project kick-off in Norwich. “This grant is further recognition of how successful TSN has been pioneering best practice of effective, long-term links between teachers and scientists. Fitting within our ethos of being a teacher-led organisation we are hosting a Mini-master Class on Tuesday evening inviting high school science teachers from across the region to update their knowledge in carbon science and guide the direction of the Norfolk-strand of the project”
The project is funded under Framework 7 of the EU’s Science in Society programme and TSN hope to re-inforce their links across the University of East Anglia by involving Carbon-scientists from the School of Environmental Science in partnership with Norfolk schools.
Teachers Twilight session: This event will take place in the John Innes Centre conference centre between 5.30pm and 7pm on Tuesday 11th March. There will be 2 talks about atmospheric monitoring of CO2 and the response of ecosystems to elevated CO2 and a discussion about the project. 



Contacts: 
Dr. Phil Smith can be contacted on 07942 348 091, or enquiries on the day to Zoe Dunford, 01603 255111 / zoe.dunford@bbsrc.ac.uk
Notes for editors

1. The Teacher Scientist Network is an educational charity striving to enhance science teaching across Norfolk. Further details at http://www.tsn.org.uk TSN is generously hosted by the John Innes Centre. TSN supports the campaign for “Norwich: city for science”.


2. The John Innes Centre, Norwich, UK is an independent, world-leading research centre in plant and microbial sciences with over 800 staff. JIC is based on Norwich Research Park and carries out high quality fundamental, strategic and applied research to understand how plants and microbes work at the molecular, cellular and genetic levels. The JIC also trains scientists and students, collaborates with many other research laboratories and communicates its science to end-users and the general public. The JIC is grant-aided by the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council. http://www.jic.ac.uk/
3. The partners involved in CarboSchools Plus are: The Max-Plank Institute for Biogeochemistry (Germany); The Teacher Scientist Network (UK); Faculty of Mathematics and Natural Sciences University of Groningen (Netherlands); Leibniz Institute of Marine Sciences at the University of Kiel (Germany); Laboratoire des Sciences du Climat et de l’Environnement (LSCE, France); The Geophysical Institute at the University of Bergen (Sweden); Institut National de la Recherche Agronomie (INRA), Bordeaux (France); Institute of Biometerology, Firenze (Italy); Climate Research Laboratory, Scientific Park, University of Barcelona (Spain)
4. National Science and Engineering Week runs from 7-16 March 2008. An online programme of events can be found at www.the-ba.net/nsewevents <http://www.the-ba.net/nsewevents> National Science and Engineering Week is coordinated by the BA (British Association for the Advancement of Science) in partnership with the Engineering and Technology Board, and funded by DIUS (Department of Innovation, Universities and Skills)
5. 
6. 
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